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Cardinal Cushing, while still a priest. happened on the scene of an 
accident. Deciding to give the victim last rites, he knelt beside the man and 
asf ed, "Do you believe in God the Father. God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit�•• The man raised his head, looked around at the bystanders, and said. 
"Here I am dying, and he asf·s me riddles'" F·aul, fm- all his abstract, 
theological writing, canno1 be accused of writing riddles. Paul"s purpose in 
writing hJs letters, his purpose in writing theology. was practical: to make 
changes in the way his readers lived. We have been looking this summer at 
F·aul "s i nterpretat 1 on of the gospel, asking what is the way out of the human 
dilemma, the human situation which is controlled by sin and death. Paul's 
letter lo the Christians 1n Rome, a city and church he had not yet visited, is 
a glorious answer to this question, and this answer, which abounds in t,ope, 
soars in poetry, and sings with JOY, is not purely theoretical, abstract or 
theul og 1 cc.I. As in Colossi ans and Ephesians, F·aul presents h1 s thenl og\ and 
then mafes practical applications. 

In Romans, the fir st eleven chapters are a theological discourse. dealing 
pr-i,n21t I l .. 1--ntt, the quec:;:tion of the way out of sin. Sin hac:;: power: we do not 
de, whc:1l Wt::'• want to do, or know whet+ we ought to do, but we de.:, 1. he ver )' t t.J ngs 
we don·t want to do. We are victims of sin and death. In order to overcome, 
wt:? must cons1 der ourselves dead to sin and alive to God througt, the r•□wer of 
the Hol, Spirit, who leads the way out. For the final triumph of God"s act on 

\.Jt behalf thr-ough Jesus Christ. we wait. It is r,ot a passive waiting; but a 
�regn�nt wa1t1ng, life a woman in childbirth. She waits, but she waits 
<=<L..1:1-.1:-11, coopet-c<t1r,9 with the birthing process. Paul is confident of God' s 
final tr1umph. In Romans 8:31-39, the words practicallt sing by themselves; 
tt,e paper on which they are written si==les; triumph e�udes from every phrase. 
"Wl,u shall separ2tte us from the love of Chr1st? . . .  1n all thesE· things WE are 
more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neJther 
de-c:1tl,. not l 1fe, nm- angels, nor princ1pal1t1es. nor things present. nor 
things to come. nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 1r1 all 
�teat1on, will be able to separate us from the love of God 1n Christ Jesus our 
'-ur u. " ln chapters 9-11, Paul detours to deal with the Jewish qL1estion. HE· 
is deeply concerned with the Jews and their relat1onsh1p to the new church. 
Ht:' h<=<� a bL1r den fot h1 s fel 1 ow Jews, "My heart· s desire-- and pra ,er tc- God fo, 
lheri, J s lhat the)" may be saved. " ( 10: 1) 

lhen. 1n chapter 12, he has concluded his theological section and 1s 
beg1 r,n1r,g thE:- pt act1cc:d. Hc:lv1ng hear-d th"'" gospel. ha.inq seen the wa.v out. 
whc,l ate you going to de, about it':' Intensely· practJcc=d, dowr,-to-eartl, 1s 
Paul. Nut an dcc1dem1c theolugJdn, not an ivory tower professor , not an 
it-rE-lt::-,anl preacher, Pc:,u] JS 1nter,sel·� practiced and rF?levan1. He t,eq1ns, "I 
c:1pr,.,,.c:1J tc, you therefore ... " The Good NevJs vet-:101, beo1ns ch:c<pte·r 1:' vJitl, tht 
1Jl, J�. "So, then . .• " And lo what does 1.he "there·fot-C'" r0·fE·r • Tc, what J s thr­
"SL•, then" referring� Not to the previous pht ase. not to the pre Jouc:c 
sentence, not even to the previous paragraph; no, h� 1s ref�rr1ng tc the 
i.,t ,�v1ous 11 chc:,pters' Through 11 chapters, hL l,c:1s de.Plor,ec:l his +hemE:., 
111::·'l1culc,usl,, ctec:1l1vely, poet1cc:1lly. ever, n,uSJLc:1lJ,. ThE•n� he sc:1,�a. 

Tl,L•t!::'furL• . . .  " r�ow, what do you do 1r, response. wtn]e waiting for God· = t1r,al 
tr-1umph,..., 
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12:1, "I appeal to you therefore, by the mercies of God, to present yo 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God." In Paul's day";"' 
prior to the de�truction of the temple in 70 A.D., the Jews worshipped God, 
appeased God, attempted to make themselves holy and acceptable to God by 
mal,.i ng b 1 oody sacrifices at the temp 1 e. By the end of a good day, the tempi e 
priests were literally up to their waists in the blood of sacrificed animals. 
Jesus challenged the sacrificial system which probably is the underlying 
reason he was crucified. Paul continued Jesus' opposition and said the best 
response to the love of God is to sacrifice, not animals, but yourselves. 
"Present your bodies, " he wrote. If you remember previous sermons, what is 
translated as "body" does not mean your physical body, but your life; not just 
your time, money, possessions, service, but your very life, which includes all 
of the above. Present yourselves as a sacrifice to God, and the best 
sacrifice is not to lay yourself down on some bloody altar, but to do God's 
will. Live as God wants you to live. 

Whal Paul is saying here is that God calls you who have responded to the 
Way Out, you who have heard the gospel, who have experienced the Holy Spirit 
leading you, guiding you, pulling you; God calls you to model the New Age, 
model the new life, model the kingdom of God. We who have a glimpse of the 
Way Out, we who see the light at the end of the tunnel, we are to model that 
,jsior, 011 behc::df of the we,, Jd. 12:2, Paul wrote, "Do not be confor·med tc this 
world but be transformed. '' Don't live in this world captive to sin and death, 
conformed to its values and ideologies. Don't let the movie stars of 
Hollywood, or the politicians of Washington, or the advertising manipulators 
c,f Madison Fifth Avenue, or tr,e financ1e1-s of Wall Slt-eet determine yo1••-
g•�•als, your Vi:dues and yout mor,;;dity. l::le trar,sfor-mer:i. Ljve ciLLCJrJir,y Lu 1-
tecichings of Jesus. Live as 1f God has al read> triumphed and the I ingdom has 
c c,me. 

Now, how do you do thal� Did you catch what Paul is saying in chapter 12� 
It's not that clear; he doesn't actually use the word in this chapter as he 
uses the word in his other letters, but the implication is there, loud and 
clear for all who have the ears to hear. You are called not only to model the 
will of God in your own life, but to model it in community with other­
Christians. You and I are called to be the church; not JUSt to belong to the 
church, not just to do church work, but to be the church. In verses 3-8, he 
speaks of the body. We are the body of Christ and as a body has man� parts, 
so each of us has a special, unique part in the church. Now that you have 
heard the Way Out, model it on behalf of others by participating in the churc�, 
a, 1d doing your part. 

12:6-8, "Having gifts thc<t differ according tei the grace given to us, let 
us use them: if prophecy, 1n proportion to our faith; 1f service, in ou1 
serving; we who teach, in our teaching� we who exhort, in our E/heirtation; we 
who contribute, in liberality; we who give aid, with zeal; we who do act5 c,f 
met cy, vii th cheerfulness." You have gifts which God needs in his set-vice. 
Don·t be conformed and hide your light under a bushel, but let it shine. Oh, 
how the church needs your gifts; oh, how the world needs the church to model 
how God wants us to live. 

What 
be, , went 
E::-·.c1tt:'d. 

are your unique, special gifts that the rest of 
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cture." "Good," thought the little guy. He liked to maf.e pictures. He 

could draw lions, tigers and tr�ins and boats. He tool out h1s crayons and 
began to draw. But the teacher said, "Wait." She waited until ever1one looked 

ready. "Now," she said, "we are going to make flowers." "Good," thought the 
little boy, "I ld=e to make flowers'" And he began to mafe beautiful 

flowers--orange, pink, blue. But the teacher said, "Wait," She went to the 
blackboard and drew a red flower with a green stem. "There, now you may 

begin.'' The little guy looked at the teacher's flower. He liked his better, 

but he didn't say anything. He JUSt turned the paper over and made a red 
flower with a green stem. Another day the teacher said, "Today we are going 
tc., mare something wjth clay." "Good," thought the little boy, "I can male 

sr,c:d·.es and elephants and m1 ce," and he began to pinch and pul 1 h1 s cl a". But 
again the teacher said, "Wait. I will show you how." Soon thF little bov 

lE-c.u-ned to wait and watch and mc:d,.e things just life the teacher ·s. ,'.;rid p•·ett, 
soon he didn't make things of his own anymore. 

Ther, 1 l happened lhat the 1 it l l e boy and h 1 s f am1 1 , mo., Pd t c, ar,ot hc•t- c 1 t '/ 

a1,d th1:- boy went to a new school. On the very fj t-st da-.,.. the teacher sa1 d, 
"Today we are going tc, make c< p1cturE•. 11 The little boy Wc<Jted fot thP- tecache1-

tc., tel 1 him what to de,. Bul thi::' lec<cher- didn't sc=,, anvthj ng:. st r 1ust �-Jed I ed 
,c◄tc,und the room. When she came tc, him shE- sa1d, "Don·t v'OL' vJc:<nt tc, m<='I'-=' .:, 

pl c lure":'·" "Yes, " sa1 d the boy, "what arE• we go1 t ,g to med E·":'" "We] 1, I dor, · L 

lr,ow until you m2kE:- i.t," sc=,id the teacher. "How should I m2lf it " "Wh·-, an, 
We•·, you like'" "And any color-::>" "Anv colo1-," said the tec<cher, "why, 

i..iL1Lildn"t it be bor-ir,g if ever-yonP made the same thinq in the samE color,..., " So 

',!::· little boy made a flower. It was red with a qreen stem. 

I 1 mag 1 ne we al 1 hcn'e been st if 1 ed at some tune 1 n our 1 i ves. Somt::- of 

you have bE:-en so stifled you doubt whether- )-OU have anv specic<l. un1quL:' gifts. 

Some teachers stifle creat1v1ty. Some parents stifle 1ndiv1duc<lity. Some 

churches stifle expression; they seem to think Chr1st1ans should act al1I e, 

t�ll alike. look al1l·e, and smell al1l··e, and all in the carbon cup� of either 

tl1t::' pre2.cher or the lay lec::<der' F'c<ul sa;s a chLn-ch l= where wt=- st,ctre our 
unique gifts. I like a church where people feel free to shat-e theit g1fts. 

<=''-+ on U,t:"ir dreams, and put +:heir vi�1id flower in a bouquet 1...,ith thl 1-e=t of 
us, where the orange, purple, p1nl blossoms disrla\ the qlor\ of God. I ]1�e 

1t here, where Vaughn and Lenn1e Davis have tal.en pity on the bedr-agoled pat10 
oft- ti,!=' low1=1- ]evel, shc::<red u-,elt' ,;pfts fm- gc11·der,1ng. cut down ;,. d�1r·,q lt-ee, 

Wt::-t=di:'d, c<r1d plc<nted cc:1mell1as and 1mp�tie11s. Now i-Jc:- h2vF.· 2 colot-ful. res.tful 

Andtea Zoodsma, a nurse at Stc::<nford Hosp1tal, saw pe1-fectlv good med1c1nes 
bt:::'1ng discarded and hc<d a dt ec<111 t,ow a m1s.s1or, hospltc!l 1n India could usr· 

tt,e,n. We toof an offet ing for pc.,stc1qE:-, c::<nd n,ed1c.ir1E-= att:- still be1r,q SE·r,t tc.., 
IndJc<. 1t::'c<rs ago folks life Bol, MedE:-c<I 1s had a cc.,nce111 fc,r ser,1O1 r1+i-F-r, 

hc,us1r,g. 1hey put their dt eam c<t1d t.c1ler,ts lu wot· I. and Lode=<, i'lle hc<Vf L, ttor, 

G. 1 der,s. c< res1 den ct::- of wt, 1 ch we c<l l ar fr proud. Maybel 1 E· Swaril und hc<d ct q 1 ft 

for l 1 br ar y work and a dream of t,ow c::<n e;, emp 1 ary chut ch l 1 bt ary m1 ght ser vE-. 

1hc::<nks to Virginia W1lliams who has continued Mavbelle·s dream. we hc::<ve c=, 

chLn-ch library thc<1 is Lhe best I hc:1ve ever· seen. 

Cons1d1=r all those 
computer, and clerical 
th1�Jt gifts of music. 

1 n our churct, whc., shat-e the1 r meLhan1 c2l, elect r i cc::<l. 

gifts ir, God"s ministr). How abou1 all those who shc<re 

cooking, even d1shwash1ng and dust1nq. I can't. r,amt• 

l C 
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e•.ervone, but yeit1 get the pc,1nt. And thE• fut-ther point is tha.t the1-F arE· 
multitudes of gifts out there not yet claimed and utilized. Paul list� the 
g1fl uf pr·ophecy, wl•lLh 1s the 91 fl of speal i ng the word of God, the �-.iisdc,m of 
God app] 1ed to OLll' present day. "ComF f□t-th, " you who have the gift of 
prophecy �nd share 1t. Paul l1sts the gift of teaching. Many of you have the 

g1fl of teaching. You like l·ids and the like you. We need c1dults whc, will 

wc,rl w1th our youth this fc1ll. Who out there has the gift" "Come for-th!" 

Pc1ul lists giving. We all have been blessed with wealth here in America� we 

all can share out gift o·f wealth. "Come forth1" We'l] cal] this thE• La::drus 

Campaign! Everyone thought Lazarus was dead� but Jesus went to the tomb and 

c. al 1 ed, "ComE- f rn-th 1 " As Lc:<Z arus vJas r ai sed from the dead and res tor E·d to 

life, sc, there a1·e gifts and talent!:: within you 1-Ja.it1ng to bF caJ],2d forth, 

r1LH Lure:-d, tt ainE.-d 2nd used ir1 God's ministt'y. 

In L.':3-8, Pau] tells us to share OLW gifts in thE• church� as rnernt.,i=-rs of 
tl·1e body of Christ. In verses 9-1::,, Pc1ul lists some of the qua.]jties \•JE· are 

to model within the church in our relationships with one another, qualities 

tl,c.1_ shine lil..e:- c:< light in c; dcffl wc,1-ld, po1nt1nq to the Wav Out. The- wrn ]cl 

stumbles, staggers, and falls trying to find the way out. We see the e it. 

We see the light. We have had a glimpse of the future. We have the ,is1on. 

Let· s live what we see, practice what we be]ieve. Sacrifice yourself and ]1ve 

G,. ,d·� Wc<v: "Love one:- another- with brotherly and sistE•t-J·, affection; outcJc, or,i;-• 

c<t1c,+r,et 111 sho1N1ng hor1or •. . REJDict-0 1n vour hor•E-, be 1,atiE•nt 1n tt-ibulattr:,r,, t,, 

cconst<:<nt i,, prayer . . .  pract.ice hosp1taJ11v. " (1.::?:1'"1 -1c:, 

I. v,� roc-11-e] y sr t C:1 , .  C hed t hP Slit f dCP c,f I 10�� Fc-tLI l ar-,p l 1 !?CJ his thE·c,] r:,q' • c0r,.i 
h =" '='11 · + t,•vc;;.r, mer1 ti oned wlic1 t fill ghi L-JE•l J bt.· lht· moc t 1 mpr·,1 t .::ini c111d s. J .. �r, 1 f J ,- .-,r1i 

i.• ( i l'Fc· d ( ' i Log c' ti 1 ts I L-J h 1 ] I::- w d j t 1 r, q . C Cit i1 l I 1 l 1 I • d r 1 l' 1 �" I • I • I • 
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